Prof. E. Latona

Grammar & Punctuation “Quiz”
Instructions: This document contains sentences that contain one “major error” that we covered in the module. 
For each question:
(1) locate the error, and 
(2) rewrite the corrected version of the sentence (the entire sentence)

This is a Word document, so you can simply open/download the document, add your responses, save, and submit via Canvas. The score for this exercise will be calculated into the “Assignments” portion of your cumulative course grade.

SECTION I. Fragments: Locate and correct the fragment in each of the following passages.
Question 1
When the town bully died. Hundreds of people came to his funeral. They wanted to make sure he was dead.

Correction: When the bully died, hundreds of people came to his funeral because they wanted to make sure he was dead.
Question 2
Suzanne adores junk foods. Especially onion-flavored potato chips. She can eat an entire bag in one sitting.

Correction: Suzanne adores junk food, especially, onion-flavored potato chips. She can eat an entire bag in one sitting. 
Question 3
My brother stayed up all night. Studying the rules in his driver's manual. He wanted to get his license on the first try.

Correction: My brother stayed up all night studying the rules in his driver’s manual because he wanted to get his license on the first try. 
Question 4
Hector decided to take a study break. He turned on the TV. Then scrolled through the onscreen guide to find The Big Bang Theory.

Correction: Hector decided to take a study break; he turned on the TV and scrolled through the onscreen guide to find The Big Bang Theory.
SECTION II. Run-Ons: Revise each of the following passages to eliminate run-ons and comma splices.

Question 5
Ronnie leaned forward in his seat, he could not hear what the instructor was saying.

Correction: Ronnie leaned forward in his seat because he could not hear what the instructor was saying.
Question 6
Our television obviously needs repairs the colors keep fading from the picture.

Correction: Our television needs repairs because the colors keep fading from the picture.
Question 7
Nick and Fran enjoyed the trip to Chicago, however, they couldn't wait to get home.

Correction: Although Nick and Fran enjoyed the trip to Chicago, they couldn't wait to get home.
Question 8
As soon as I woke up, I checked the weather app on my phone, I had to decide what to wear!

Correction: As soon as I woke up, I checked the weather app on my phone to decide what to wear. 
SECTION III. Subject-Verb Agreement: Rewrite each sentence with the correct verb form.

Question 9
The cost of those new tires are/is more than I can afford.

Correction: The cost of those new tires is more than I can afford.
Question 10
Nick and Fran give/gives a New Year's Eve party every year.

Correction: Nick and Fran give a New Year's Eve party every year.
Question 11
Each of the fast-food restaurants have/has a breakfast special.

Correction: Each of the fast-food restaurants has a breakfast special.
Question 12
One of my sweaters have/has moth holes in the sleeves.

Correction: One of my sweaters has moth holes in the sleeves.
Question 13
The DVDs in my collection is/are arranged alphabetically.

Correction: The DVDs in my collection are arranged alphabetically.
SECTION IV. Pronoun-antecedent Agreement: Select the correct pronoun. Then rewrite the corrected version of the sentence.

Question 14
Every driver should try their / his / her / his or her / its best to be courteous during rush hour.

Correction: Every driver should try his or her best to be courteous during rush hour.
Question 15
When Bob went to the bank for a home improvement loan, they / it / the loan officerasked him for three credit references.

Correction: When Bob went to the bank for a home improvement loan, the loan officer asked him for three credit references.
Question 16
I like to shop at factory outlets because you / Ican always get brand names at a discount.

Correction: I like to shop at factory outlets because I can always get brand names at a discount.
Question 17
As I slowed down at the scene of the accident, you / Icould see long black skid marks on the highway.

Correction: As I slowed down at the scene of the accident, I could see long black skid marks on the highway.
SECTION V: Eliminating Wordiness/Writing Concise Sentences: Revise each of the following passages to eliminate unnecessary wordiness. Please note that more than one section of the passage may need revision. (This can include eliminating repetitive words, needlessly wordy "fluff" phrases, and passive voice constructions.)

Question 18
He dropped out of school on account of the fact that it was necessary for him to help support his family.
Correction: He dropped out of school to support his family.
Question 19
In the not too distant future, college freshmen must all become aware of the fact that there is a need for them to make contact with an academic adviser concerning the matter of a major.
Correction: In the future, college freshmen must be aware of the need to have an academic adviser concerning a major.
Question 20
It is very unusual to find someone who has never told a deliberate lie on purpose.

Correction: It is unusual to find someone who has never told a deliberate lie.
Question 21
Trouble is caused when people disobey rules that have been established for the safety of all.

Correction: Trouble is caused when people disobey rules established for the safety of all.
SECTION VI: Comma usage: Each of the following sentences is missing at least one comma, and some are missing more than one. Please revise each sentence, adding necessary commas. (Hint: Information in the module regarding how to fix comma splices may come in handy here.)
Question 22

Oil which is lighter than water rises to the surface.

Correction: Oil, which is lighter than water, rises to the surface.
Question 23
Those who knew her describe Princess Diana as an attractive generous woman.

Correction: Those who knew her, describe Princess Diana as an attractive generous woman.
Question 24
After surviving the accident I was in physical therapy for several months.
Correction: After surviving the accident, I was in physical therapy for several months.
Question 25

According to scientist Stanley Milgram “The point of the experiment is to see how far a person will proceed in a concrete and measurable situation in which he is ordered to inflict pain on a protesting victim.”

Correction: According to scientist Stanley Milgram, “The point of the experiment is to see how far a person will proceed in a concrete and measurable situation in which, he is ordered to inflict pain on a protesting victim.”
Question 26
The three participants in Milgram’s experiment were given roles, a “teacher,” the subject, a “learner,” who was an actor, and the experimenter.

Correction: The three participants in Milgram’s experiment were given roles: a “teacher,” the subject, a “learner,” who was an actor and the experimenter.
Question 27
Within thirty minutes of arriving home from the groomer my Huskie Layla chased a squirrel into the muddy pond behind our house.

Correction: Within thirty minutes of arriving home from the groomer, my Huskie Layla chased a squirrel into the muddy pond behind our house.
Question 28
The closet is stuffed with clothes shoes and hats.

Correction: The closet is stuffed with clothes, shoes and hats.
Question 29
“Nice” is a word with many meanings, and some of them are contradictory.

Correction: “Nice” is a word with many meanings, and some of them are contradictory.
Question 30
Lana Del Rey’s song, “West Coast,” was released on her third studio album, “Ultraviolence.”

Correction: Lana Del Rey’s song, “West Coast,” was released on her third studio album, “Ultraviolence.”

